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On July 6, a spokesperson for Mexico's Foreign Trade Ministry (SECOFI) told reporters that the
latest round of multilateral free trade talks between Mexico, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua had been concluded. Negotiating teams from the six nations agreed on
a timetable and ground rules for bilateral and multilateral talks leading to a regional free trade
accord. Multilateral talks will hammer out the details of a framework agreement on trade between
Mexico and the five Central American nations. That agreement is to define terms for bilateral talks
in the areas of unfair trade practices, norms and standards, conflict resolution, incorporation of new
agenda items, and administration of the bilateral treaties. At the multilateral talks negotiators will
also define mechanisms toward ensuring a uniform structure for the six bilateral treaties. Bilateral
negotiations between Mexico and each of the five Central American nations are aimed at defining
the specifics of transition towards free trade, including timetables for eliminating tariff and nontariff barriers. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 07/06/92)
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